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BOOK OF THE MONTH SELECTION-NOVEMBER 


Gunther, John. Inside Latin America. Harper and Bros., 1941. L98p. 
$3.50 


The author of this book has become known through similar volumes enti- 
tled Inside Europe and Inside Asia, so that many readers will on tak- 
ing up the present volume know what to expect in the way of method and 
point of view. Mr. Gunther's interest in Latin America is primarily 
political. Economic topics are treated in connection with politics, 
cultural interests are relegated tc a subordinate plane, and the role 
of religion is inadequately recognized. Moreover, he covered the vast 
and variegated region loosely called Latin America in a short time and 
consequently, while he saw nearly all the persons prominent in politi- 
cal activity, the impressions are journelistic rather than scholarly, 
end are for that reason sometimes unconvincing. 


One of his statements will be read with astonishment by readers ic- 
cuainted with what has been going on in Mexico during recent years: 
"The program of sexual education meant little more than the teaching of 
physiology in the schools." As actually carried out in some places it 
meant vlain filth seasoned with Communism and the clergy in opposing it 
were doing what any decent peovle would do. In fact, the chapters on 
Mexico need particularly careful revision. For instonce, there is no 
hint that some of the revenue from church lands was used for purposes 
that benefitted the Indians and which the Indians quite understood and 
liked, that the attempt to divide uv the lend among the Indians some- 
times played into the hands of sreculstors and left the Indians as 
badly off as ever, and that Popve Pius XI forbade armed resistance to 
persecution. Such omissions are serious. 


Although he seems not to know thet Brazilians frequently refer to 
prominent men by their Christian names, as "Jose Bonifacio," "VvYashing- 
ton Luis.” And there ere occasional minor errors, such as the state- 

ment that Bernard O'Hierins" father wes born in Sligo. Finally, on two 
points recent events have made the book slightly out of date: diplo- 

matic relations between Mexico and Great Britain have been resumed and 
the United States has concluded a trade tresty with Areentina. 


The book will be useful to the student slready well informed, since 
such a reader will be able to meke the necessary corrections and sup- 
ply the necessary omissions, but it may easily mislead persons not a- 
ble to estimate it critically. It contains a considerable quantity of 
useful information, well arranged and presented but can- 
not be recommended without considerable reserve 


Hdwin Ryan, Catholic 
University, Washington 
D.C. 


READERS CLUB-OCTOBER S#LECTION 


Roughead, William. The Murderer's s_Companion. The Readers Club, 1941 
365p. Readers Club Selections are ¢1.50 per sinele copy; $12. 0 per 
year for twelve books, by subscription. 


This special edition, which has a foreword by Alexsnder Woollcott, is 
a summary of six mysteries written between the years 1929 end 1939. 
The material is drawn from famous Scot trials. The setting with the 
exception of one mystery is in Scotland. The entire book is written in 
a narrative form, of what took place as revealed bv ths trial and some 
additional material. The mystery "fan" wno likes his fects end an op- 
portunity to solvé his own mystery, will find little if any opnortuni- 
ty to do so in this book. Recommended light reading for the eenera! 
reader 
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CLUB-SEPTEIBER SELICTION 


SCIENTIFIC BOCK 


Phillips, C.J. Glass, The Mirscle Maker. Pitman Publishing Corp., 
1941. 


Glass, The Miracle Maker, is written by a man close to the manufecture 
and applications Of Slass, C.J. Phillins, who is employed by the Corn- 
ing Glass Works, Because jf the extent end diversity of the glass work 
this concern does, the author has been able to gether a lot of his in- 
formation first hand. However, he includes a4 bibliography at the end 
of each chepter. It is a comprehensive book covering in an elementary 
manner the fundamental questions which anyone would ask ebout gless. 
Altnough a first glance at the book may give one the impression that 
it is much too technicel for any but those of scicntific attitude of 
mind it will be found on reading that there are very few passages that 
are too technical even for thse average reader. 


The first chapter of the book deals with the history of gless all the 
way from nature's own glasses, such as obsidisn, through man's eerli- 
est attempt to make glasses end finslly on to the priceless works of 
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glass art and the more modern utility glasses. In succeeding sections 
the author discusses the manufacture of the blowpipe, the various 
"ages", the characteristic glass of each age, the great glass centers, 
such as Rome and Venice, etc. Then several chapters are devoted to de- 
fining gless, describing its mechanical, physical, and chemical prop-- 
erties, followed by the engineering and industrial sspects of manufac- 
ture. 


Several chapters deal with glassworking and glessworkine machinery, 
and no matter what one's interest in glass, this is a very intriguing 
section which covers the methods of dlowine, molding, rolling and . 
casting glass. 


Only within the last century has glass working machinery been develop- 
ed so that glass articles can be made automaticeslly. These machines 
are described in some detail. Some idea of the capacity of an sutoma- 
tic glass working machine is had when it is learned that a sinrle "rib- 
bon" lamp bulb machine can form as many «s 750,000 bulbs in 24 hours, 
wherenxs a hand worker with his helper could make about 1/2C0th of this 
number in the same period. 


The last part of the book, Glass, The Miracles Maker, consists of a 
series of chapters covering the applications of glass. It is pointed 
out that some of the new uses of glass are dus to the invention of the 
automatic glassworking machines. One of the newer and more extensive 
uses of glass is in architecture-in our homes, in schools, theaters, 
factories, etc.-for the nurpose of better lighting and especielly for 
purposes of decoration. In fsct, the recent architectural use of glass 
is decidedly modern. It is now conceded thet the three essential mod- 
ern building materials are steel, concrete and glass. One glass that 
has developed for use in larze sheets, and where there is likely to be 
Stresses, is the tempered plate elass. This elsss is used architect- 
ually and for rear windows of sutomobiles. Gless blocks are a recent 
accomplishment of the elass industry which lends great attractiveness 
to buildings, is durable and is easy to install. In the home, it is 
noted that more and more use is beine made of gelsss in the form of 
mirrors and furniture. 


The use of gisss in elsctrical transmission sand communication is very 
extensive and requires specisl glasses with various electrical proper- 
ties such as resistance and dialectric capscity. Other extensive ap- 
plications of glass are found in illumination for lamp bulbs, lamp 
shades and diffusers (whereby indirect lighting is sccomplished). Of 
special interest is the emplovment of glass in transportetion illuminr- 
ation. One of the latest uses of glass is in the production of fiber 
glass which has many special properties. It is a good hest and elec- 
trical insulator and is = good sound absorber. This matcrial is even 
being made into a smooth lustrous febric which has found a multitud= 
of uses from draperies to ledies hats. 


The book is suitable for those who have any interest in glass end for 
those who wish to broeden thenselves culturally «nd scientifically. 
In conclusion, it should be mentioned that the book is amply and at- 
tractively illustrated with numberous pnotogrephs 2nd graphs (where 
necessary). The photographs of the many modern and ancient pieces of 
art glass illustrated are espocirlly good end lsck only the color to 
meke them nearly perfect. 


Lee, Gypsy Rose. The G-String Murders. Simon & Schuster, 1941. 305». 
$2.00 


Stachi had been et the theater in its opera days «nd he stayed on now 
thst it wes burlesque. But he heted it end hated ths strip-teasineg 
setresses. So when he found his granddaughter among the burlesque 
troupe playing at the Old Overa he planned her desth. And he thousht 
he murdered her with a G-string. But whet he didn't know wes thet Lo- 
lita La Verne wes alrerdy dead from poison when he tightened the G- 
string con her neck. Then, becnuse he believes the "Princess Nirvene" 
knows him to be the murdsrer, he kills her for his own protection end 
leter in the story commits suicide before the reel truth of mitters is 
known. 


Miss Lee hes done some admirable writing here-there is no denying the 
springiness and wit of her style. The mystery is no classic but does 
as well as meny another. As en objective picture of burlesque, I sup- 
pose it couldn't be much otherwise (in use of lenguage, stc.)-at least 
I'll take Miss Lee's word for it. But it certainly een't be recommend- 
ed for the adolescent nor is there any compelling renson to recommend 
it for enyone elss, 


READERS CLUB-JULY SZLScTION 


co’ H.G. The History of Mr. Polly. Readers Club, 1941. 342p. 
1.50 - 


Three thousand English and American novels are published a year, some 
30,000 every ten years, and some 150,000 every fifty years. One of 

these in 1909 was H.G, Wells' lir. Polly. It is now reprinted. In that 
stream of 30,000 novels a decade, most of which sink quickly into the 
sand, e few at last are seen to float sbove the mess and to reach the 
banks of permanent literature. Mr. Polly is such a book. Even without 
reprinting, it would somehow have lived on. 


Its author practiced and preached sdultery and wrote some of his novels 
precisely to further free love. But he also knew the trials and trib- 
ulations of the common man in Englend and never stopped trying to im- 
prove his lot, Hence, though many of his novels ere arsenic, some are 
ert. And in the long run the world won't hold against a work of art, 

its sinful author or its bastard sisters. 


Mr. Polly was a grade-school-graduate clerk in "gentlemen's outfit- 
ting." From a fellow clerk he gets a life-long he tit of reading and 
malapropism, which set him apart from those in his world. His father's 
death end m unexpected 395 pounds inheritance turn his mind to 4& shop 
of his own-and to marriage. A new bicycle to find the shop brings him 
more often tc the house of the thres Larkins daughters and his engare- 
ment to Miriam hastens his purchese of 2 shop at the backward town of 
Fishbourne. The euthor shows us their marriage, and then lets fifteen 
years elapse, 


Now, Mr. Polly “with life dancing all sbout him," is "nettled in 
greyness and discomfort." (p.201) Miriam never liked the house, is not 
orderly, and worst of all is so bad as cook that a “civil war" ever is 
preparing in Mr. Polly's inside. The shop is losing money. And because 
all the other shopkeepers are also losing money, their misery mekes 
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them hute one another, until Mr. Polly cen stand it no longer. ie 
cerefully plots arson end suicide, and while Miriom is in church, s>vil- 
ls the lamp and takes the razor. But in the terror of trying to put 

out a flame on his trousers, he starts to seve himself, cells the fire 
department, end returns to save a deaf old indy from the next shop. 

When the conflagretion is out, and insurence writs for the whole stru- 
et, Polly is proclaimed a hero. 


Untroubled by his arson, he too collects the insurence, gives most of 
it to Miriam and deserts for e long walkinz tour. He hes decided that 
when life becomes impossible one cen change the seenery. At the Potwell 
Inn he tekes a job es all-around men; threstened with violence if he 
steyed, he wins a grent victory over himself when he determines to 
face the assaulter. In three combets he wins sufficicntly to stav on. 
After five yesrs his conscience troubles him about tliricm. He returns 
and leerns thet he hes been declared dend nd thet Mirisem with the 
insursnece hes opened 2 profiteble tes shop cnd is sorry to heave him 
return. He promises to le*ve egrin for good end hrpnily resumes his 
job Potwell Inn. 


The book satirizes the grey joylessness to which the lower English 
middle classes are condemnsd-pertly by the economic set-up snd partly 
by their own vices. One of these is the stupid qusrrels among the 
shopkeepers end between husbends snd wives-most of them reslly srisin 
from impossible economic conditions, Whils we src made to feel thet 
some of those ugly shops should be burned, we are elso told that de- 
serting * wife is en intrinsic wrong.(p.326) "Demn" is the strongest 
word. No scene or suggestion is improper. The novel is recommended for 
everybody. 


Keyes, Frances Parkinson. All Thrt Glitters. Julien Messner, Inc. 


1941. 8200. $2.75 


All That Glitters is a penoreme of life in Washington during the days 
preceding the depression, through the ensuing yeers of economic and 
social readjustment, end ending with the fall of France and the aban- 
donment of the Maginot Line. Through « vericty of cheracters and in- 
cidents the author attempts to reverl political nd social conditions 
at home and abrond: the extrevent festive life in the netion's Capi- 
tal; the sacrificing of the home to the ambitions of 2 career; the 
loose morel stenderds of th: sslif-centered and undisciplined, and the 
discriminetion and deceit which were disintegreting international 
politics. 


The book is divided into two prrts: Th: Fat Years in which the rich 
proudly set the prce in social circles, : snd the not-so-rich social 
climbers try to keep in stzsp with their wealthy neighbors; in The 
Devs of Reckoning, loss of fortune and prestige, benkruptcy a and ex- 
trane indebtodness reduce fll to e consider etion of more sensible 


living. 


Becsuse the action of the story is not weil defined, end beccuse the 
characters are not very consistently dcvcloped, it becomes rather 
difficult to find the thread of unity thet holds the plot together 
through the more then vight hundred pages. 
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The greater vart of the story is developed in Washington. The princi- 
pel cheracters ars introduced -t = luncheon to which the socicliy 
prominent heave been invited. The femily of the newly appointed Sens- 
tor Horton from Arkzsnses heve included, «nd Bob end liclen reesive 
their first impression of veeethe social life. It is here they mnect 
Vu Alfieri, A wouns Corsicen countess, snd erenddcughter of 
their hostess, her fience, Vslby Hunter, ea Virginian, Isabel Windsor, 
of dipsomeniac, end genurrllv edmired for hsr chrrm, Giles 
Arnold, © sophistiertezd novel officer, who is devoted to BRE DOS.» end 
Alfredo Torrszs, distinguished younr Mexiccn diplomct who, usucl, 
had been invited to "fill in", «nd to whom the rether peshful ‘Helen is 
immediately sttrected. Zo: Wing, the cmbitious youns reporter for the 
Examiner, hes buon :xcludeod from the vrrty, but she is woiting, ssger 
for a story, when Helen and Boo return home. 


The experiences of Bob end Zoe are oredominent throughout the story. 
After Zoe hes fulfilled her drerm of becoming foreign correspondent 
she returns to Weshington where she «end 3ob ore merricd, ond together 
they underteke the syndicnte, Crpitsi Kelieidoscone. The importsnt 
politicel developments are revenled through the work of this burcsau. 
Zoe trevels beck and forth between Hurope *eshington, meking 
neme for herself; Bob just ss successfully hendies tne news st home. 
Their domestic life is not so successful. Bob, who his alwsys desired 
that their merrisge be childless, is unsyvmnrtietiec with Zoe's dis- 
appointment when their first beby dies ct birth, cnd he becomes very 
fearful lest another child b: conesived. Grnaduslly they drift apert. 
ZO2 is mors freaucntly sweav from home snd Bob is unfsithful. But 
their misunderstendings arc finrlly cl:*red awry, snd as the story 
ends, Zos secerifices ecsrevr to ecre of her home end the beby 
they crs expecting. 


The experiences of the other chorrcters ere sed throurhout. 
Ve ronique becomes senndclously involved with 
merrisge, Their union is unhenpy onc. A 
Veronique lerves home in rege rbout tro month 
born and during her =bdsence Yelby meets with en « nt thet. 
him = helpless cripovle. Filled vith remorse, his vife returns end 
assumes the burden which becomes doubly herd when her inhsritenes is 
lost in th: cresh. After verrs of struggle in which Veronique and 
Welby proves thomselves, their hones cre ronlized snd Welby recovers 
ths use of his limbs. 


Helsn Morton Fs in Liexico is lived 


slopes with Alfredo and her short lif 
epeinst the beckground of the government's norseevtion cf the Church. 
Her husbend is killed in ons cf the uprisings send Helen returns to the 
Stetes. She enjoys the ettention she recsivis cs en attrective young 
widow before she murrics Guy Grenville whom she mst during = visit 


abroad. 


Ths glemor of Isrbel frdes the story develons. Shs loses prestige 
socinlly end finencicliy, snd is finai ly reduced to the position of 

socicl sccretary. She suceceds in wrecking Giles' life, when through 
his loyslty to her he becomes involved in « scandal which not only 
bresks up his romence vith Zoe, but slso brings sbout his demotion. 


The background experience of the euthor ere in evidence throughout 
this novel. The eccurscy of detail snd the vivid description of nrle- 


Ces are very interesting in thomselves, but leck coordin:.tion 


end lengthen the story unnecesssrily. Meny detoils could heve deen 
omitted, ¢.g., the render tires of the very elnborste menus vhich 
are reviewed so meny times in their entirety. And the volitic:1 
situction could hsve been built up more skillfully; the news is some- 
timss brought in when least expected’ with the «bruptness of redio 
commentstor's resume. (p.692) 


Other defects in the cuthor's style becone irritsting ct times. One 
is never quite sure whet can bse expected of her churneters; nor is on. 
prepered for the high points which might herve been dremstic but which 
give the effect of pstulance rather then nny deep emotion, e.g., the 
scene between Bob and Zoe. (p.548ff) 


The some confusion settles sround the morcl imnlicstions of the story. 
Though the repentence of Veronique is not reverlscd with seny depth 
(0.121) the render docs feel thet ths chrnee in her rttitude and thz 
heroism with which she endurcs 2 very difficult situ:.tion sro indice- 
tive of recl contrition; vot, -t times, she is borstful of her supe2ri- 
ority over childl2ss women, thoueh her own child is illegitinete, ond 
onc? she is quoted es saving thet "sverv women should heve rt lerst s 
dozen bebies by fair mesons or foul." ond the advice she gives 
Bob with regrrd to Zoe is herdly thet which would bs sxpected from 

one who was sincere in her ovn conversion. (0.282f) 


Bob, too, is very werkly drawn ss chrrectcr. The implic»tions of 
unnstural birth control (p.4606) ond his vorv selfish cttituds toward 
Beverley, mcke him less ste-dfest end sincsre then he is generelly 

admitted to be. 


Zoe emerges es the most straightforward chersct2r, snd even she et 
times suff2rs becruse of the euthor's inconsisturcy. 


The book is not recommended. Its length end easnernlly poor style 
discourage the meture resder. Its menvy scuegecstive sesnes make it ob- 
jectioneble for the young. Generrllyvy snecking it will not impress the 
reader cs bcing good or bad, bee-use probably it will not impress him 
at all. 


Eieete, Stuart. The Hill of Doves. Houghton, Mifflin, 1941. €37p. 
$2.75 


Stuart Cloete's Hill of Doves is the third in a series of four books 
treating the Boers of South Africa in the nineteenth century. The two 
earlier books dealt with the Boers during the first half of the cen- 
tury including the Great Trek while tne present book tells of the 
First Boer War circa 1880. There for a time the gallant stand of a 
Republic of God-fearing freemen helted he English colonial rapacity 
which after a few short years wes to overwhelm a bceutiful land with 
one of the most unjust wers in Britain's history. While the Hill of 
Doves deals in a general way with the First Boer War, it telIs in de- 
tail of the love of Lene du Toit and Dirk van der Berg together with 
the stories of some of their relatives who were central characters in 
the first two books. 


Lena lives with her grendmother Katarine du Toit »nd her great-grand- 
father, Philippus Jecobus du Toit, e mighty man of yore but now so old 
and querulous thet his present condition hss dwerfed his once heroic 
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status among the people. With them are her two brothers, Stoffel, 
eclub-footed end reared by his grandmother to hete the English and the 
stolid, phlesmatic Louis. Dirk, the son of Groot Dirk van der Berg, 
and Lena's cousin, lives with his fether and mother, his baby sister 
and his blind younger brother, Boetie, on the neighboring ferms Dirk 
and Lene hed played together since childhood and as they grew their 
love had gredually ripened until suddenly it burst into full flower 
just before Dirk must lesve to attend « meeting of the men of the na- 
tion which will decide for peace or wer against the English. 


It is uridiarstood that the tro are to be msrried ss soon as the present 
trouble is settled but Lens's love is so hesxdstrone that at the moment 
of parting she leads Dirk to snticipate the msrrinoge vows in «& consum- 
metion of their overpowering love. Lena's two brothers together with 
Dirk end his father ride awey to the meetine -t Pserdckreal end after 
the English fail to give srtisfectory guarentes:s ond demend submission 
to annexation a stste of wer gradually comes into being between the 
mobile Boer commeandoes who take every edventage of their environment 
end the awkwardly blundering regiments of Britsin. 


The first skirmish, in which the Boers are victorious, is fought near 
home and after the battle Lene snd Dirk mzet briefly when she comes 

to succor the wounded. From then on Dirk must lead a life of constesent 
movement engaged either in ective fighting or in minor commissions 
connected with the wer while Lene must remoin et home knowing nothing 
of his fate and yeerning for his return. At this point the other char- 
acters are brought in with greater detril end their separste stories 
interwoven throughout the book. Oupsa (grendf*ther) Philippus Jacobus, 
in his dey 2 great men but now a faltering nonegennrien, rebels agring& 
the rule of his daughter-in-low, Katarina du Toit, and in conspirncy 
with Reuter, now his body servant but once e Zulu chief, plots to es- 
cape her domination. He secures © horse and gun »t the first sound of 
battle snd in * semi-drunken frenzy during which he lost control of 
the horse, charged through whole British regiment unscsthed. Emdoi- 
dsned by this he throws off Krtnarine's objections =nd sets out on 2 
round of visits in so*rch of plumn young wifes, his fifth-to-be. 


Life without Dirk is elmost unberreble for Lene but she finds consols- 
tion in Tenta Mertha Kleinhouss, en cldcrly widow with a wide knowled@ 
of men. Tanto Martha who hes wecthered the effects of threes husbends 
hes now tronsferred her love to menkind in esnerrel, « love which finds 
expression in the dosing of ev2rvonz's illnesses with specirl sffection 
for the efficacy of her purges. 


Meenwhile, Boctie van der Bere, just turned fourt2en must continue 
herding his fether's gsonts on tho neighboring mountcin when his spirit 
burns to be with ths otner men defendinz his country. Though he is 
blind he hes lererned everv path snd foothold on the mountrin where his 
time is spent in lecrning his surroundings through his unimprired sen- 
ses snd = tr-nsleting his emotions into music on his homemede flute. 
As the war swings necr agcin his mother takes Boetis end the baby sis- 
ter to tame home but late one night Dirk comes, trkes Boetie who 
leeds the Boers to the top of pied rot ie where they dislodge « per rty 
of English. This maneuver ensbdles the Boers to hold off » larger Ene- 
lish force sndwes possible only of Boetie's intinete 
of the mountnin. He thus becomes a hero :nd strys with the Boer force 
until the end of the wer. 


{| 
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In the same battle Stoffel is wounded but his grendmother Katarina re- 
ceives news that he is dead. She feels his death keenly and attempts 
to hand down her hatred of the English to Lene. Oupa then returns 

home satiated with his visits, satisfied to remain wifeless and with 
the last remnants of his health destroyed. After another Boer victory 
negotiations are begun with the English and a peace, retaining Boer 
sélf-rule, is concluded. Dirk returns hove and a great wedding feast 
is celebrated. On the night of the feast Oupa leaves his bee and goes 
out on the veldt to die. Thus one life is closed and another begun as 
the story ends. 


There is much to commend and much to disparage in the story. It is 
beautifully written, having at times elmost a lvric quality, and deals 
with a way of life that was simple, God-fearins and firmly based on . 
correct principles, fir. Cloete tells his story most sympathetically 
and in Boetie creates a most loveable character with every essence of 
poodness and simplicity. In Dirk we ere shown the growth of a boy into 
& worthy men while parts of Oupea's characterization are worthy of con- 
parison with Cicero's De Senectute. The mannerisms and culture of Reu- 
ter as a partially Christianized native are tyvicelly Rider Haseard 
and ere the humorous highlight of the book. With regard to femily life, 
friendshin, love of country, love of honor end duty the book is ex- 
cellent. On the other hand two of the main characters, Lena snd Oupa, 
are almost entirely pagan in their ideolosiss snd actions, with Oupa 
6n Outeaend-out pantheist. Through these charsecters and through Tanta 
Martha, the euthor expresses definitely pagan ideas of love ans life 
culmineting in the contention thet mstriarchy is the controliing force 
of humanity send tht woman achieves her rule through the judicious use 
of sex with chastity only as a mantle of convenience. Finally much of 
the story deals with the overwhelming love end need of a maid for ea 
man making it a sine gua non without which iife is not et all bearable 
Though the reviewer sgrees to a great extent with the author on the 
importance of this point still he feels thet the euthor has far over- 
stressed it even to a point of quasi-repugnence. In a final analysis, 
however, thc book does contain some value and may bs recommended only 
for mature and discriminating adults. 


Kelly, Wallace McElroy. Days Are As Gress. Alfred A. Knopf, 1941. 
LE3p. $2.75 


Days Are As Grass is the story of the decay of a proud Southern fam- 
Tiy during the last half of the nineteenth century after its raison 
d'etre, the maintenance of a semi-feudalistic system in slavery, had 
ceas2d to be and head not been repleced with any definite eoel of ex- 
istence. The scene is laid in Brookville, at first a small and plecid 
Kentucky town but later an up-and-coming, bustlingly, progressive 
country-sest. 


As the story opens the Evans femily is rcturning to their summer home 
in Brookville after wintering on their Louisiann plantation some ten 
yeors efter the end of the Civil War. The Evans ere « gracious and 
cultured Southern fanuily while Pick Hevden, their gardener who lives 
with his grendmother on « frerm at the edee of town, is to them, only 
poor white trsesh whom they feel mi are helping by employing. Pick, 
however, is consumed with a strong desire for the benutiful Florrie 
Evans, desir: which he knows can be consummeted, Though crude, 


uncultured and uneducated, Pick is of pioneer stock, independent, 
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honest, uncompromising and to a great extent, morally good. He is,of 
course, weak when he dampens his sexual desire in an affeir with a 

negress, Betsy Anne, and that weakness shows up in his leter unsanc- 
tioned relations with Florrie. 


Since the plantation has been financially unsuccessful after the wer 
and because of political conditions in Louisiana the Evans decide to 
make Brookville their permanent home. Early next summer while Flcorric 
is attending the wedding of Berenice Harrod, her father, driven by 
finencieal reverses and after having heavily insured himself in his 
daughter's name, commits suicide. Florence, however, refuses to touch 
the money and lets it remain unused in th: bank. The shock of the sui- 
cide coupled with the desth of a younger daughter, Verna, in child- 
birth, prostrates Mrs. Evans who had alwevs becn the dominant forces in 
the family. In order to maintsin her dominance and driven by en un- 
hinged mentality she craftily remeins bedridden and devotes ell her 
energies to making and keeping Florence a submissive daughter, Flo- 
rence's personelity stands the strain for some time but is not strone 
enough to avert a complete collapse. The collapse is postponed’ by the 
return of Berencie whose marriage had proven unsuccessful. Berenice 
brings her baby daughtver, Barbara, but soon leaves to turn her old 
home into a boarding house. 


At this point Florrie's cheracter collapses completsly and she offers 
herself shamelessly to Pick who in ths meantime hed beon slected town- 
marshal and whose grandmother hed cied shortly before. Pick lives with 
the Evanses under the guise of 9 protectcr and for a time Florence, 
Pick and Barbara are quite happy tog>°ther. However, her devotion to 
Barbare becomes so intense that Pick is gradually shunted out of the 
picture though still continuing to live with the Evanses, even efter 
Mrs. Evans' death. When Berbara finally marries Robert Booth, Florence 
loses her main interest in life and graduelly dercnerates into a sot- 
tish, swinish drunken middle-aged woman. Degrsdation and self-nity be- 
come paramount in her life until even Pick is so disgusted that ne 
plens to leave end return to the farn. 


On his return Pick finds thet * railroad is preparing to run a right- 
of-way through the family gravcsyard,aplace rendered sacrosanct by sol- 
emn vow. When all his efforts to stop it fail he returns to Florence 
who has given up her drunkenness ¢nd in despair tells his story. As 
a token of her love Florence gives him the hitherto untouched insur- 
ance money with which he can csrry the case to court. As the story ends 
they both pledge fidelity and presumably live havrily cver after. 


In all the hook no character is more nraiseworthy than Gran Haydon. She 
is a relict of pionzer stock, 9 breve, unright, wise and good woman who 
does her best to teach Pick to do what is rieht. Pick himself is ean 
honorable men but cannot curb his one weakness, Florrie. Florence her- 
Self, has some provocation in her mother's versecution but her morsel 
fiber should have been strong enough to besr the stress of that evil. 
Throughout the book and in every character the reel ceuse of degener- 
ation is the absence of a basic moral cheracter. That the author 
Should have failed to see this and thet ne should have substituted an 
ending in which happiness comes at ast to Florence while still mein- 
taining illicit reletions with Pick is the mejor weekness of the book. 
Barring this point, the reviewer feels thet there may be some value in 
the book but only for meture and discriminating sdult roaders. There 
should, however, be neither « strong nor 2n unrestricted rgcommendetim 
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Lin Yutang.A Leaf In the Storm. A Novel of War-swept Chine. The John 
Dev Co., Nov ember 2c, 19hl. 3608p. $2.50 


To write a wholesome novel about a concubine-ridden country such “s 
Chine one must either ideslize the setting beyond all truth, or "bio- 
eraphize" a saint in the slum of pagan immorality, or write throuch 
the eves of a typical wife of such » country. Lin Yuteng did none of 
these. The last is what Nobel Prize-winner, Perrl Buck, did in the 
Good Earth. That is, eae greet novel, though even it often has to be in- 
delicete, 


The whole conception of Lin Yutnng's book is unwholesoms, so that it 
should never hove been written. Insteed of « good wifs, hz trkes as 
his leading character girl who at 25 has and been a "ket 
woman," who is edultcrously trying to get the rich and handsome and 
constantly immorel Poya to divorce his decent wife, Kainsan, and marry 
her. Malin, later called Tenni, - guest in tre house, and Poys, are 
attracted and «t the second moment slon> confess thoir sttrection. 
Frightened by a Jepanese seerch, his fricnd Lao Pine, "e cclibate at 
forty-five," the only honorable charecter in the book, helps Malin es- 
cape to Shanghei. Poys, stealing swey fron his ursympathetically repre- 
sented wife, joins her thers sinfully. Pove, seyine he had sinned 
Similarly, forgives her orevious concubinase, a frlse2 suspicion 

of former tressonebdle activity brinzs . rift snd in snger Tanni runs 
away and joins Leo Peng in Hankow for war work. When she is found to 
be with child, Pao Peng, really in love with her now, offsrs to marry 
her should Poya not come back for her. 


When Poya writes agiin snd starts to divorce his wife and lets his aunt 
prepere for the wedding, Lao Peng silently goss away. But Tenni h:s 
come to appreciate him “s the only resily good man she hss known, and 
when she learns thet he is ill in Chengchow she hurries to seve hin, 
realizes she loves him, and esks him to marry her. He dvecl:.res thet lo- 
yelty to his friend make this impossible. When Poya finelly comes °nd 
is willing to proceed vith the marringe, he discovers during a Japen- 
ese attack that Tanni reslly loves Peng now, Thereupon he fseos » Jap- 
anese cavalry troop before her eyes, ki'tls three, and is killed. She 
now hes the choice of marrying Peng or, decruse of the child, being 

declared Poya'ts widow, in which crese she cen never merry eagein. With 
Peng's advice, she self-secrificingly docs the lettcre-nand she end Pens 
will never be ore then friends for life. 


Lin Yutang's idee of a great love snd 2 noble girl seems to be the 
girl's saving, "I will be your wifes, your mistress or your kevt woman." 
(p. 278) The book m:kes us sympsthize with this attitude. One cennot 
read it without fecling thet fornicntion cnd idultery are necessary 

and commonpl:ce things in men-rnd even in women. It apnroves divorce. 
It does meke men and women morr:lly eauri, but instesd of saying men 
must be ss good 2s women, it suggests thot women my be «s bed cs men- 
@ vory modern, cnd quite Americern trend. 


2 clso severrl dirty stories, one ebout * monk end nuns {p.271) 
e meny strong words, such ss raps. But these sre necessery to 
designate the elnost unbvlicvrbdle brutelity snd immorrlity attributed 
to the "Jspanese Imperisl Army." These are too horrible to mention her, 
But if unvone thinks that wer smong Christian Britons and Germens is 
barbnrous, let him rerd peges lo, 216, ond 235 of this book to learn 
barbsrism from non- -Christiens,. Compered to them the Germann end 


and British soldiers are snints. The book is lesson pigen deporcv- 
ity, both Jepanese and Chinese. It is condemned for the general pub- 
lic-young and old. 


LITERARY GUILD SELECTION--DECHMB UR 
(Joint selection with Kent's Mrs. Appleyrrd's Yerr, Bost Sellers, 
November 14) 


Anderson, Berbare Tunnell. The Deys Grow Cold. Mnrenillen Co., 1941 
277 Pe 50 


The Days.Grov' Cold is = simple “nd stirring story of the mingled lives 
of 2 group of people .s seen through the eyes of a girl of sleven. It 
is the story, on tie one hand, of inedividunls with bitterne ss and 
sntogonism ever gnawing it their hearts; on tie other hahd, a story of 
people filled with forgiveness and love--love for # cause, for an 
idesl, for another individuel. 


This twofold theme is woven eround Castleton, onee a magnificent and 
one of the most pretentious estates in the lower South and its: two 
occupants, the last of their family, Mrs. Reeves snd hur daughter, 
@mnily. Reduced to a nore penurious existenee than their former life 
offered them, they live seprsrt, like untouchables anong «= sea of human- 
ity. Their sole ettendent is their fsithful, old Negro retainer, Abo, 
whose only duty is to suard « hishly trersurcd forily portrait. Nover 
heard, seldom scen, the liffs of these two wonen is so intiiurtely 
connected with tic life of the town eround them, their unse3n presence 
seems to permeate every thought, every fecline, every mind in Macklin. 


Shortly efter tic Darbys moved to Macklin and occupied a home just 
outside the Walls of Castleton, little Lucinda beran to catch glimpse 
of--but never to fully undsrstend--those two mnysterics of life--love 
and hatred. She could sces things eoing on sbout her but they were 
mere hints on her young end inmpressioncbls mind. 


In her own home she becorics eware of an cver widening breech betwee 

her parents, tension end restlessness, which sventucelly results in e 
nervous breakdown suff2red by her Mother, Lucinads witnesses these 
things , y2t, little does she realize that all wes caused by one thins- 
her mother's steedily growing bitterness and anteecnism toward the two 
worien Of Castleton. All this is brought about by melicious rossip 
about Mrs. Reeves and her daughteor, particularly of ea mad Abs, brandi- 
shinr e gun, stalking sbout the grounds et night. 


The thene of love is very deftly and ertisticrlly handled. Here we 
have Miss ‘arley, Lucindse'’s teacher in Sixth Grade, seercetly in love 
with Curtis Herdin, en artist, whose embition ind sin(ss evidenced by 
his psintings) is to improve conditions in Hacklin and to «lleviate 
the sordid situation of the Negro. Runor, in turn, has it that he is 
in love with Enily Reeves, Nevertheless Miss Cerley continues to 
encourage and aid him in his cause, until she hss the hupry setis- 
faction of assisting him to opsn up e summer school of music and peinte 
ing for the psople of the town, and to romove some of the Negroes fron 
heir squalid mud huts slone Gander Creek. 


Little Lucinds is ever awa 


2 of these thines thst ere trenspiring be- 
fore her cyes, but she is no 


ver eble to und:rstend, not cven when Abe, 


ériven to medness whos he lecrns of the leath of his son fires 
his vun ct tho frmous Cestlzton pertrrit end destroys it. 


The style of this book is plein but the story is becutifully written 
end the chrrecters sherply drown sand resl. There is © csrtein 
naturelness about the bock which mekes the reader climost feel thet he 
is living vith the people of Macklin. The bork is highly recommended 
for cll ro:ders 


Bromfield, Louis. Wild Is the River. Harper & Bros., Nov. 20, 1941. 
2326p. $2.50 


History ana fiction are mixed masterfully in this story of New Orleans 
in the year of its capture and pvbemiior send by the Northern Army, 1862; 

New England personalities clash with Southern aristocrats, soldiers 

versus civilians, narrow Puritan cuiture contrasts with a Catholicism 
as terrible and awe-inspiring in its decadent state as a fallen ar- 

changel. Bromfield is a better novelist in vind portrayal of character 
(Tom Bedlow, La Lionne, Baroness de Léche, A s Wicks) than Edna Fer- 
ber (whose recent Saratoga Trunk has a ps tiel” New Orleans background) 
better in interweaving of the factual end tne imeginative, less melo- 
dramatic and more pleusible. 


Cpening with the sound of "a distant pistol shot (an?) the scream of 
a brewling harlot," we immediately sncounter the csntral figure, young 
Tom Bedloe, collector of the Port of New Orleans by grece of the nep- 
otism of Generel Wicks (based on the historical character of General 
B.F, Butler, who issued the infrmous order of May 15, 1862). Tom is an 
habitue of the Café Imperial, 2 high-class brothel, operated by the 
French-bred La Lionne, whose ambition is to sell cut, return to France 
and attend carly Moss on Sunday. She looks forwsrd to sodding future 
greon pastures by accumulating current greenbacks (end gold), using 
the voodoo witch doctor, ifeme Tolenne, when necessery to gain smorous 
or other ends. The liaison between Tom end La Lionne is at or slightly 
pest the peak, as the petris of » blooming ross ere slready beginning 
to loosen, whsn Beroness Elisne de Léche, cultured, also French-bred, 
rich, widowed, edventurous, with a herlot's bleod in her veins, at- 
tracts, uses and mesters Tor so that hse eventuelly thinks, "Now I know 
how a prostitute must feel." (p.280) 


While Tom's adventures fructify, his Boston-bred fiancée and niece of 
Generel Wicks, Agnes Wicks, makes a long snd dengerous boat trip to 
New Orleans, reaching the de Leche plenta ation, Bel Manoir, efter suf- 
ficiently exciting cdventurss snd coincide sntly et ths seme time Tom is 
being held a prisoner by a group of Southerners self-styled, Les De- 
fenseurs, led by the most honorable of the mele cheractsrs in the bock, 
Hector McTavish. 


Eventually, all return to New Orleans where the climax occurs in 5 
Shakespeereen manner. The Baroness, whose resl love hed been as well 
concealed as the murderer in any mystery, proposes to Hector is re- 
fused, and leaves for Frenee. La Lionne, reelizing that he r love for 
Tom is hopeless and determincd to make him pey for philan dering, dis- 
patches him with a nectlv pleced bulict. General Wicks nnd his sexual- 
ly frustrsted spouse Louiss, ore recalled in diserecc. That leaves, 

in general, Hector, the Geiched of the trle, and Agnes, to unite 
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happily in the West while life around New Orleans comes "to center 
about tne small psrish house" of Fether Desmoulins whose only defect 
is 2 slight desire to be like "2 turbulent fellen archangel” incarns- 
ted in the Yankee Tom Bedloe. 


As a story Wild is the River is grent; even ss a picture of deccdent 
Catholicism it shows power elthough probebly going to extremes in such 
ceases as having the obscene and mur’srous crew of the Sen Cristob 1 
lebeled as "Catholic." Becsuse of the introduction of numerous snady 
scenes and words, it cen be recommended only to the most meture rend- 
ers on whom it my have the salutary effect of showing how concessions 
to sensual pleasure may culminete in the downfsll of a civilization. 
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Wells The History Of Mr. Polly, p.139 
Wolfe The Hills Beyond. Recommended for adults. 
To be revicwed in next issue. For review 


that hes slready cpnenred sce, Commonweal 
35:97 N 1h 


Xun 


